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PRESS RELEASE
Eco-friendly vodka funds its first conservation projects

Having completed its first year trading Snow Leopard vodka Ltd is delighted to be funding its first Snow Leopard conservation projects.

With immediate effect Snow Leopard vodka Ltd will be funding through the Snow Leopard Trust UK (registered charity no 116101) two conservation projects run by the International Snow Leopard Trust, head quartered in Seattle, USA.
The first project is paying for children living in Kyrgystan’s mountain ranges to attend an eco-camp. This magical experience allows children to meet other children and learn about their mountain ecosystem. For children living in rural Kyrgyzstan school is highly valued but rarely attended. The key for the long term survival of the snow leopard and other endangered wildlife in the mountains of central Asia is to educate tomorrow’s environmental leaders today. This excellent education programme helps foster appreciation and respect for the fragile mountain ecosystem the children call home.
The second project is taking place in Mongolia. The conversion of local communities who share the land with the snow leopard from being a threat to a defender of snow leopards is key to the species’ survival. Snow Leopard vodka Ltd has provided enough funds to recruit and train a new village in to an economic enhancement enterprise. The crux of the programme is adding value to the community’s main resource, wool. In the past passing traders paid herders pennies per kilo for their raw wool. The Snow Leopard International Trust buy the herders’ wool and their beautiful traditional handicrafts direct then market them at  good and fair prices to speciality retailers around the world. As part of the programme participating families protect snow leopards and their prey. Children directly benefit from the food, medicine and schooling that the extra income provides.
Snow Leopard vodka Ltd plans to fund a third project before the end of the year in Northern India. This will focus on eliminating retribution killings by farmers who lose livestock taken by snow leopards as prey. By providing a local community with funds to compensate herders for all livestock lost to the snow leopard and a management and administrative system light on bureaucracy and sympathetic to local tribal governing practices, the Snow Leopard Trust managed project again seeks to convert a mountain community to become the principal protector for the snow leopard within that region. The project will also fund a livestock vaccination programme to avoid herders losing valuable livestock to disease.
Brad Rutherford, President of the International Snow Leopard Trust, speaking from Seattle in USA said “We are hugely grateful for what Snow Leopard vodka is doing for snow leopard conservation. For a young and exciting company to be funding conservation projects crucial to the snow leopard’s survival is great news. So have a toast with Snow Leopard vodka and know that you are helping save the endangered snow leopard and increasing incomes of impoverished families sharing their central Asian mountain habitat”.
Sue Brodie, Chair of Trustees of the Snow Leopard Trust UK speaking from London in England said “ A big thank you to Snow Leopard vodka who not only share our beliefs and passion for community based conservation being the key to the survival of one of the world’s most beautiful creatures, but who are materially contributing to the cat’s survival. This funding from Snow Leopard vodka is allowing us to start conservation projects we simply would not be able to do without their help”.

Stephen Sparrow, Founder and CEO of Snow Leopard vodka Ltd said “Having completed our first year’s trading we are thrilled to be funding our first snow leopard conservation projects. Our company’s aim is simple. We have set out to produce an amazing tasting vodka made from the rare and natural Spelt grain which can be enjoyed by people in the top bars around the world and at home. Our hope is that enough people will adopt our brand so that from our donations to snow leopard conservation charities the lives of poor families living in some of the harshest yet beautiful terrain on our planet will be enhanced and the magical snow leopard will be saved from extinction”.
Background information on Snow Leopard vodka

Snow Leopard vodka is a luxury Polish vodka made from the rare Spelt grain. It was launched in the UK in May 2006. It has won the prestigious Gold Medal at the Beverage Testing Institute Chicago, and sells in 150 of the top ON-trade accounts in London and UK (including Claridge’s, the Savoy, Sketch, Zuma, the Lowry, etc) and retails in Waitrose and Harvey Nichols nationally in UK, and Peckhams in Scotland, at between £30-35. Snow Leopard has launched in Switzerland this month and launches in Canada, USA and Singapore later this year.
By giving 15% of its profits to snow leopard conservation charities Snow Leopard vodka has frequently been described by leading publications as the world’s first ethical vodka.

For press enquiries contact: Stephen Sparrow, Stephen@snowleopardvodka.co.uk, +44 (0)7802 477770.

Copy right free images available from photo section of www.snowleopard.org. Please attribute images to the Snow Leopard Trust.
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